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Figure 1. Portion of 1872 map (southeast corner) showing the structures at Dixon Hollow. 1. Albert Adams Saw Mill; 2. Dixson Grist Mill; 3. Unknown
rructure; 4. Mather Mill; 5. Dixson House; 6. Albert Adams House; 7. Amos Dixson House; 8. Grove & Phyla Mather HLILIhL.. 9. Norman & Nancy Mather
: (later Olin & Gladys Mather House): 10. Old Mather House; Dixon Hollow Road running from Old Bald Hill Road to Canadice Lake Road:

west-East Road leading from Dixon Hollow Road to Canadice Lake Road.
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W. Bears & Co. Map of Livingston County, New York. 1872. Dixon Hollow is located in the far southeast corner of the map.
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rom the census records by 1880, until cemetery records
now that Albert died in 1872. Azel, 39 years old, was living
th his wife, Sarah, and three children when the 1870
=nsus was taken. However, they are also missing from the
«a0) Federal Census (Table 7). It is unclear what happened
4zel and his family, although deed records show that Azel
zter bought land in the town of Springwater, near the
uthern end of Hemlock Lake. Albert willed “the house,
and barn” described above to his father, Willis.
Albert died a young man of 43 years of age, leaving
~zhind his young wife and four year old son. Albert I. (the
= dle initial likely stands for “Isaac,” Albert’s brother).
Thankfully, extensive probate records (Livingston County
sumozate Court, Wills and Probate Records, 1858-1908,
“ pert Adams) detail the sale of items associated with the
and his personal estate, transactions for the rental of the
mill. and more personal matters regarding the guardian-
=0 of voung Albert. These probate records indicate that the
| was rented out for several years following Albert’s
2. including to N, W. Mather & Son for an undisclosed
werod of time at a cost of $40.77. The farmland was also
=i 1o various individuals during those years, all of which
2ted in income for his estate. Both Cynthia and young
“ mert were listed as beneficiaries in his will, each receiving
=c-nalf of his estate after other debts and obligations were
Sztween 1875 and 1879, Cynthia received an annual
ne of about $216. She also received $104 per year for
== noarding and care of Albert as well as additional funds
- his clothing and shoes.
Especially interesting in the probate records of Albert
“oms’estate is a petition that was filed by Cynthia in 1879
== Surrogate Court of Livingston County. In the petition,
~thiz appealed to the court to overturn guardianship of
2z Albert from Charles Coykendall, who Albert senior
nted as guardian of Albert and his interest in his
w7 s estate. Cynthia seems to be especially distressed,
weczuse Covkendall, apparently against her wishes, decided
~ut voung Albert into service with a local family. Cynthia

L

2 put to such labor; that his best interests demand
== should have an opportunity of attending school and
nz 2 zood education.” Cynthia goes on to assert that

arv of the way in which Coykendall has overseen

22z funds and that he “is in the habit of using vulgar and
2oz language and that he has frequently used such
n the presence of the said boy.” Coykendall
zred this petition, maintaining that he was only doing
vnthia had asked of him, which was to “take said
“oams from her possession and custody or put him in

custody of some other person who could control and govern
him claiming that she was unable to do so™ especially “if he
could get said Adams cared for and provided for at a less
sum than he is paying petitioner.” Coykendall goes on to
deny that he is an “impulsive and passionate man” who
“when angry...is in the habit of using vulgar and profane
language.” In fact, Coykendall maintains that the situation
that he found for Albert, to be taken into a local family,
would allow him to apprentice in “the art of farming.”

Cynthia and her son Albert sold their land to Isaacher
Salinger, who later sold the land to his wife, Lucy Salinger.
According to census and deed records, Albert eventually
moved to Seattle, Washington, administering the sale of the
land from that location. It is clear that Albert was able to get
the education for which his mother petitioned, because he
opened a practice as a land attorney in 1900. In 1893, he
married a woman from Missouri named Lily, and had a son
in 1896. Sadly, Albert died in 1906 at the age of 40, a young
man like his father. Never remarrying, Cynthia died in 1908
at the age of 74 years. In her will, she left her entire estate to
her niece, having outlived both her husband and son.

Ethnohistory and Family Archives

Much more information is known about the Mather family,
as compared to the other families who lived in Dixon
Hollow. This is owed in great part to the interest of Beryl
Mather, the younger of two daughters of Olin and Gladys
Mather (Figures 7-8), who remembered moving from Dixon
Hollow as a five-year old child. Beryl offered insight and
memories regarding the life of her family in Dixon Hollow
through participation in an ethnohistorical documentary
project. She also hiked down to the site on several occasions

Figure 8. Olin Mather playing with Olive. Beryl is in the buggy in the back-
ground. Grove Mather’s house is in the background and to the left. Photo
courtesy of the late Beryl Mather.
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An interesting aspect to this correspondence is the senti-
ment felt by her husband’s friend that the war would end
Juickly, a common assumption among those from both the
north and south in the early days of the war.

Another interesting set of letters that portrays the diffi-
culties that soldiers” wives endured comes from those
aritten to Phyla from her sister-in-law, Emma. Emma,
~hose full name was Emeline, was Grove's sister and
married to William Congdon of Bergen, Genesee County.
Emma and Will (as he calls himself) were married in
December 1863, and had a young son, Henry. Emma writes
srove and Phyla while she is at her husband’s family farm
= Bergen as well as from Chattanooga, Tennessee, where
~=r husband was stationed at the end of the war. Emma was
czarly unhappy while home alone without Will, but also
sodured much physical hardship while staying with him at
=2 Quarter Masters Department in Chattanooga. Will
«ri2s. "Emma has been quite ill since she came down here.

=m persuaded that this climate is not suited to her constitu-
o~ [Mather Family Papers, Letter from William Congdon
Srove Mather, November 3, 1865, p 1]. He also describes
“cir living conditions as somewhat impoverished with “bare
“oors, small allowance of dishes...no change of plates for
~w=. when we have pie...” (Mather Family Papers, Letter
~om William Congdon to Grove Mather, November 3,
253.p 2).

In addition to personal accounts of his experiences
«=le on active duty, Will also describes the conditions
wround him. These accounts tell much regarding both the
= zonical events of the time as well as the sentiments of Will
== 2 person. Will mentioned that many of the transport and
somooats were for sale and that:

There remains nothing but colored troops and I
understand there are some to be withdrawn so by
Zegrees things are assuming a peaceful appearance
again but these darkies | don’t know what is to
secome of the poor creatures when governmental
work is stopped. You and all of us will hear of much
suffering among them [Mather Family Papers, Letter
from William Congdon to Grove Mather, November
3. 1865, p. 3].

Joviously, the language itself would be inexcusable
o but the concern that post-slavery and post-war life for
“imoan Americans was going to be extremely difficult says
e zoout Will's character. In an earlier letter written from

“ramez Will, who is clearly homesick, writes,

[ miss the loved ones at Home and [ fear that should
[ conclude to remain here it may be some time ere |

see them again. Genl. Sherman has issued a strict
order prohibiting citizens or females coming to this
place [Mather Family Papers, Letter from William
Congdon to Grove Mather, September 17, 1864, p.
2].

Another important theme that runs through the letters is
the importance of family and home. Much of this sentiment
comes from Will, who wrote many of the letters. In several
letters, he refers to Dixon Hollow and, specifically, the
homes of Grove and Norman as “Home Vale.” In one such
letter, he writes to Grove, “Give much love to Phyla & all at
Home Vale & upon the Canadice Mountain™ (Mather Family
Papers, Letter from William Congdon to Grove Mather,
September 17, 1864, p. 3). In another letter, clearly
distraught at not having received letters, he writes to
Emma’s brother, John, “Seems as though | was almost
forgotten and am sure I know but little how ‘folks in the
Hollow™ are prospering except as | hear from home™ (Mather
Family Papers, Letter from William Congdon to John
Mather, October 11, 1863, p. 2). Emma asks Phyla to give
her “love to all in the valley” (Mather Family Papers, Letter
from Emma Congdon to Phyla Mather, May 4, 1865, p. 1).
There are also affectionate references to Norman and Nancy,
where letters are to be passed to “the next house™ along with
“a great deal of love.” Phyla’s sister, Mary, asked to give her
love to “Father M’s family.” Will also inquires after the work
being done at the factory, asking in an 1863 letter if they are
working in the factory that winter and how their “business
was affected by the high price of cotton goods™ (Mather
Family Papers, Letter from William Congdon to John
Mather, October 11, 1863, p. 2). Will writes to Nancy
Mather, “Judging from the quantity of material that you have
on hand, the work up in the Factory I conclude that no idle
hands will be for sometime found in the valley” (Mather
Family Papers, Letter from William Congdon to Nancy
Mather, July 16, 1865, p. 3)

Archaeological Excavations in Dixon Hollow

The goals of the archaeological excavations at Dixon
Hollow were to determine the approximate construction
periods associated with the structures and to gain an under-
standing of the socioeconomic status of the individuals who
lived there. The Dixon Hollow project area runs along the
outlet, on both the west and east sides of the old steel bridge,
from Old Bald Hill Road to Canadice Lake Road. This area
consists of at least six house foundations and three mill
foundations. Archaeological excavations were conducted by
St. John Fisher College (2003-2008, 2010) and SUNY
College at Geneseo (2004 and 2009) field school students
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size (Figure 12). It is important to note that the actual size of
the basement foundation may not represent the true size of
the house itself, since additions were often added without
cxtending the basement. Orientation of the house was
chieved by lining the view of the foundation along an
nonymous photograph of the house taken in 1912 (Figure
1. One by one meter test units were placed both within and
tside the house foundation according to the presence of
catures and artifacts scattered on the surface. A unit located
wzar chimney remains held a large number of artifacts, as did
: unit alongside the remnants of a retaining wall near the
nt steps to the house. Two associated foundations are
czted near the house; the closest foundation, which is
coout 33 by 14 ft in size, is located across the road and
ard the outlet from the house (Figure I: structure 3). The
2 foundation is located to the north of the house (Figure
< znd may have been the location of the barn that Albert
~Zams willed to his father, Willis. The functions of these
~uctures, however, remain unknown,

.& M.‘:‘.‘_’. "".{-::.

ey = of Adams” Mill foundation, view looking north and toward the outlet.

Amos Dixson House Area

The Amos Dixson house foundation (Figure 15) is located

just south of the Dixson family house. This house, which

was likely built by Amos Dixson, is clearly marked first on
the 1872 map (although it appears to be shown also on the
1858 map) and is likely the house where Amos Dixson died
(as mentioned earlier). At the time that the 1872 map was
drawn, the entire portion of the lot was owned by Albert
Adams, and Albert’s father, Willis, lived in the house. Albert
Adams willed the house to his father and then Willis sold the
property back to Cynthia for one dollar in 1880. Cynthia
then sold the property to Lucretia Rouse in 1891 who then
sold the property to Mary Woodruff by 1902. Mary, who is
associated with the house on the 1902 map, sold the property
to Edward Welch in 1906. By 1910. Grace Welch, Edward’s
daughter-in-law, owned the land on the entire west side of
the outlet and lived in the house with her husband, John. She

21

















































































The Ski Minne Rockshelter, Shawangunk Ridge, New York

Jessica Kaplan and Lucille Lewis Johnson, NYSAA Mid-Hudson Chapter, Vassar College

The Ski Minne Rockshelter was excavated by Leonard
Eisenberg and students in 1975. A reanalysis of Eisenberg’s

llections indicates that the shelter was occupied from the
carly Archaic period through to the present, with the heav-
st occupation being in the mid to late Archaic period. The
naterials found indicate that the shelter was used as a camp
ov hunting parties. Of the three rockshelters on the ridge
“rat have now been analvzed, Ski Minne is similar to
“hododendron Swamp/Mohonk Rockshelter, but different
~om Upper Trapps Gap Rockshelter. The two former were
nort-term, probably fall/winter hunting camps, while the
“uird retains its uniqueness as a transit stop.

Introduction

‘= this paper we report on our reanalysis of the prehistoric
waterials recovered from the Ski Minne Rockshelter on the
shawangunk Ridge and compare these materials to those
rom the two other recently excavated sites on the ridge: the
“ohonk or Rhododendron Swamp Shelter (Schrabisch
219a; 1919b, 1936; Eisenbergl991) and the Upper Trapps
Zap Shelter (Schrabisch 1919a, 1919b; 1936: Sando and
“ohnson 2008 and this volume) (Figure 1).
The Shawangunk Ridge is the northernmost extension
the Appalachian Mountains and separates the
susquehanna and Hudson drainages. As the Shawangunks
continue  to the south they become the Kittantinny
“ountains and to the west, the Blue Mountains. The ridge
=elf is a composition of sedimentary shale and limestone
=zpped by a metamorphic quartzite. The high cliffs of the
~hawangunks rise approximately 1,000 to 2,000 ft above sea
=vel (Cadwell et al. 2003; Eisenberg 1991). The conglom-
=rute cliffs, characteristic of the ridge. are susceptible to the
= zments and therefore weather easily. Consequently, rock-
~elters are formed by the cavities left in the hard quartz
ok walls after the conglomerate has eroded. Additionally,
«nen the resistant blocks fall from the cliff, shelters are
~ormed in the resulting talus slopes. These rockshelters
~rovide temporary respite and protection from rain, wind or
ow, In examining high elevation sites, the rockshelter is
mportant for its role as a resting place for inhabitants trav-
=ong back and forth over the Shawangunk ridge and a
—zmping place for high elevation hunters.

-

Archaeological research in the Shawangunks began in
the early 1900s. The New Jersey State archaeologist Max
Schrabisch was the first to document the importance of rock-
shelters along the ridge and to acknowledge the information
held by these high elevation sites (1919a, 1919b, 1936).
Schrabisch found and recorded the location of 25 rockshel-
ters, 17 of which were located along the ridge. Schrabisch
excavated at most of the shelters he encountered, although
the extent of his excavations varied depending on his initial
evaluation of the importance of the prehistoric occupation.
Of the three rockshelters we are considering, Schrabisch
primarily excavated the site of Trapps Gap. Schrabisch did
not clearly document his excavation at Upper Trapps Gap
and, unfortunately, the artifacts collected in the 1919 exca-
vation cannot be located today. Furthermore, Johnson
discovered during the 2007 excavation that Schrabisch did
not backfill the site of Upper Trapps Gap after excavation
was concluded, and rain and snow washed the backfill pile,
and possibly many artifacts, downstream (Sando and
Johnson 2008, this volume). It also destroyed the stratig-
raphy of the site. In order to recover any artifacts that might
still remain, Upper Trapps Gap was re-excavated in 2006
and 2007 by fieldwork teams of Vassar College students led
by Johnson. Recovered artifacts included § typed projectile
points and 83 potsherds, the decorated ones being Munsee
incised (Paul 2006). The Mohonk Rockshelter had little
material visible on the surface, so Schrabisch’s investigation
was limited. Excavated in 1982 by Leonard Eisenberg and
students from SUNY New Paltz, Mohonk Rockshelter has
proved essential to the understanding of prehistory in the
Hudson Valley region. Clovis points found at the site
allowed Eisenberg to hypothesize a Paleo-Indian occupation
of the region. Furthermore, the total of 55 Neville points
recovered from the rockshelter is the largest collection of
Neville points in New York State and second in the
Northeast and confirms a major occupation around 7,170 to
6.560 years ago (Eisenberg 1991).

The Ski Minne Rockshelter is the focus of the current
analysis (Figure 2). It is located in Minnewaska State Park,
north of Route 44/55 in Ulster County. New York. The site
lies approximately 1,120 ft above sea level, and measures 27
ft in width and 16 ft in depth. The lowest overhang of the
rockshelter reaches a height of 11 ft and the opening of the
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Re-analysis of the Rowley Road Site, a Late Archaic Lithic
Reduction Center in Western New York

Douglas J. Perrelli, Hans Harmsen, Kyle Somerville, and Antonio Sudina, Department of Anthropology, University at

Buffalo, New York

The Rowley Road Site (UB 2806; NYSM 10266) is a lithic
reduction center located southeast of Buffalo, New York. A
arge amount of lithic material consisting of debitage, tools,
and cores were recovered during Cultural Resource
Vanagement investigations at the site in 1996. Intrasite
~omparisons of the lithic assemblage reveals the type and
wature of lithic tool production, which in turn enables the
dentification of differences in lithic reduction strategies,
and ultimately, social organization. This paper considers
wow these comparisons provide evidence for variations in
natial activities and can be indicative of the temporal
seriod of occupation of a site, and its probable use by
srehistoric peoples living in western New York State.

Introduction

The systematic study of lithic debitage is one component of
analysis that provides key insight into the reconstruction of
ithic technology and patterns of prehistoric human behavior
Fish 1981). Historically, however, typological strategies of
Zebitage analysis have generally relied on individual study
21 the artifact level to determine the technological origins of
core reduction and formal tool production. This approach
~as often contributed to the adoption of single-dimensional
categories linked to assumptions of technological origin, and
consequently has addressed only narrow portions of vari-
sbility within the spectrum of debitage assemblages (e.g.,
Jeter 1980; Klie et. al. 1982; Stafford 1980). However, the
«dentification and grouping of metric and typological
morphologies into observable patterns enables greater infer-
=nces into socio-technological organization of past groups.
In this process the entirety of the recovered material is orga-
mized into interpretation-free and mutually exclusive
“cbitage categories and stage reduction. Such an approach
=as been demonstrated as an effective tool in studying tech-
wical variation (Byrd 1981) in the American Southwest, as
«ell as reflecting complex functional, occupational,
==mporal, and organizational factors contributing to prehis-
woric debitage assemblage variation.

This paper will apply Sullivan and Rosen’s (1985) inter-
oretation-free  analysis of debitage morphology and
Callahan’s (1979) stage reduction sequence to identify

patterns in prehistoric lithic traditions through a study of the
recovered debitage from the Rowley Road Site (UB 2806;
NYSM 10266) in western New York State (Hartner and
Perrelli 1996). Several conclusions are offered to show vari-
ability in prehistoric socio-technical organization at the site
level.

Analysis of chipped stone material is conducted under
the assumption that tools and debris, regardless of cultural
affiliation, are products of some form of an organized lithic
technology (Nelson 1991). In this regard, the production,
utilization, and eventual deposition of the lithic material at
the Rowley Road Site provides an excellent case study to
demonstrate that the material record is reflective of problem-
solving strategies within both a physical environment and a
social context (Amick and Carr 1996; Binford 1979; Nelson
1991). Studies of this type demonstrate that particular tech-
nological alternatives are often specific to situational
contexts, and that the range of raw material exploitation
reflects variations in formal and informal tool kits by
different communities over time. Individual mobility, raw
material resource availability, curation, expediency, and
opportunism can be thought of as a broad spectrum of
behavioral accommodations to social and environmental
constraints, resulting in technological innovation on the part
of prehistoric actors.

The Rowley Road Site

The Rowley Road Site (UB 2806, NYSM 10266) is located
near the Town of Cheektowaga, southeast of Buffalo, Erie
County, New York (Figure 1). The site was excavated May-
June 1996 prior to construction on the Rowley Road Bridge
that crosses Cayuga Creek (Hartner and Perrelli 1996:
Figure 2). Geographically, the Rowley Road Site is located
on the Lake Erie Plain, which extends south to meet the
highlands of the Allegheny Plateau. Elevation within the
area of the site averages approximately 620-630 ft AMSL.
Relief within the region is relatively low with 0-3% slope.
although some areas may reach as high as 8% (Hartner and
Perrelli 1996:6). The site is located in a suburban area.
which was formerly utilized as farmland. Although some
disturbance, likely from plowing. resulted in the mixing of
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Key

o Shovel test
® Shovel test containing
artifacts
_______ Project area limits
= ===2] Ditch/culvert

B Test unit
N1oShovel test
Al®Auger hole

5 meters

Cayuga Creek

UB 2806 site limits

Bridge

UB 2806 site limits

Figure 3. Phase 1l project area map with excavated test units.

Table 1. Prehistoric artifacts by Phase Il test unit, all soil horizons. For flake size, Macro >1", Large <1", Small </4" but >
<", Micro < %" (After Hartner and Perrelli 1996).

t2st units was recorded from two di

Debitage Type
Macro Large Small Micro Blocky

Test Unit

I 15 87 43 2

2 4 1

3 27 350 764 123 2

4 1 40 172 25 1

5 I 3 2

6 3 6

7 3 33 61 10 1
Total 32 448 1093 201 6

fferent levels that

‘ollowed the natural stratigraphy of the soil. Excavation
~ithin the test units ceased when totally sterile subsoil
nassed through the screen. A total of 1805 lithic materials
were recovered from Rowley Road (Table 1). The majority

Flake Tools
Bifacial
Retouched Utilized Preform
2 3
3 1
2 4 3
1
7 8 8

Utilized
Cobbles

Hammer-
stone

Charcoal

Present

Present
Present

of these were recovered from the Ap horizon approximately
40 cm bd (16 in bd). Some artifacts were recovered from the
A/B and B-horizons. but this is likely due to bioturbation

processes.

These materials are broken down into the

following artifact tvpe and counts: 1780 flakes, 15 chipped
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small, and micro, following from largest to smallest. Micro
flakes are defined as those flakes that pass through 6 mm
(4 in) wire mesh screen, small flakes are trapped by 6 mm
mesh but pass through 12 mm (%4 in) mesh. large flakes are
trapped by 12 mm mesh but pass through 24 mm (1 in)
mesh, and lastly, macro flakes are trapped by 24 mm (1 in)
screen. Flake attributes recorded for all flakes and flake frag-
ments include: site number, catalogue number, test unit,
class size and flake fragment type (Sullivan and Rosen
1985).

Sullivan and Rosen (1985:758-759) consider the
following dimensions of variability to characterize indi-
vidual chert flakes: 1) the presence of a single identifiable
interior, flaked or ventral surface, 2) the presence of an intact
point of applied force or striking platform. and 3) intact flake
margins or edges. A complete whole flake (W) is defined as
one that displays all of the criteria that includes an intact
striking platform and a single interior surface (with a clear
dorsal/ventral flake morphology). A flake with an identifi-
able striking platform but possessing breakage or edge
damage is identified summarily as a broken flake (F5).
Flakes with a single interior or ventral surface (and a clear
dorsal/ventral morphology) but lacking a striking platform
are identified as flake fragments (F4). Debitage lacking a
clear interior or ventral surface, and therefore a discernable

dorsal/ventral morphology are defined as blocky flake and
core fragments (F2). The technological relevance of this
approach and the objective nature of the criteria have been
criticized as unproductive and wrought with generalized
problems of uniform interpretation (Amick and Mauldin
1989, Ensor and Roemer 1989). However, this methodology
provides a useful means for interpreting distinctive assem-
blages due to its broad degree of replicable descriptive
segregation of morphological traits for use in making
general inferences regarding the techno-functional origins of
lithic material.

Flake size and artifact distribution patterning
The continuity of proposed bifacial core reduction and early
stage tool manufacture at the site is given further credence
through a random sampling of Test Unit Three. Using
Sullivan and Rosen’s (1985) morphological categories for
debitage categorization, a number of interesting patterns
emerge which indicate that the prehistoric actors at Rowley
Road were engaged in both early and late stage biface reduc-
tion and/or formal tool manufacture. Sullivan and Rosen
(1985:762) contend that the whole and non-orientable flake
fragments are representative of core reduction, evidence of
which is clearly demonstrated in Figure 4.

In addition, they also argue (Sullivan and Rosen

50 T— -

45 +

40

"W

Number of Flakes Recovered

BF5
w4
F2

L Lk

I

m
L Ma Ma Ma

Size Class

Figure 4. Comparative measure of recovered flakes differentiated by size class from Test Unit 3. all soil horizons. For flake size. Macro >17, Large <17,

Small <" but > 4", Micro < 4",
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ceramic artifacts suggests that the people who occupied the
site did not utilize a ceramic technology, further validating
the association of Rowley Road with the Late Archaic.
However, as noted above, these conclusions are necessarily
tentative, as further excavations were not conducted outside
the immediate “Area of Potential Effect” for the Rowley
Road Bridge Construction Project.

Our analysis suggests that a variety of lithic production
techniques were being employed at the Rowley Road Site.
Since bifaces require more skill and time to prepare but can
be re-sharpened and reused when required (Goodyear 1979
Parry and Kelly 1987; Sollberger 1971), there is consider-
able reason to make heuristic inferences regarding the func-
tional purpose of the site and the seasonable accessibility to
the abundant chert deposits located in and along the creek
bed as well as importing chert core material from off-site.

Seasonal constraints of accessibility may have required a
return to the site on an annual or semi-annual basis for the
preparation of bifacial preforms for stockpiling, a strategy
documented as common practice by mobile forager popula-
tions (Binford 1979: Kuhn 1994). Another possibility that
made the site optimal in addition to the chert sources may
have been the seasonal accumulation of driftwood carried by
the drainage which would have provided a relatively abun-
dant source of fuel. Ultimately, a number of factors may
have made the site attractive and functionally sustainable.
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research needs to be undertaken in relation to pottery types.
Also, ground slate knives were used on either side of the
North Atlantic during the late archaic and Northern
European Neolithic periods. Slate knives, excellent for
slicing mammals and cod, were useful on either side of the
northern ocean. The North American Clovis spearhead
projectile point which is found as far south as Costa Rica
also is similar to the European Solutrean spearheads of
France and Spain. Kehoe notes:

Because the peoples on both sides seem to be fairly
matched in courage, boats, and a compelling reason
to venture on the deep sea, contact could have been
initiated from either side [Kehoe 1992:240].

Yet, there was no solid evidence to support this hypoth-
esis until recent reexaminations of early sites in North
America. Mt. Verde in southern Chile has been dated to
14800 B.C. and the Meadowcroft Rockshelter Site in
Pennsylvania to at least 14,225 B.C. (Snow 1989:27;
Renfrew and Bahn 2008; UNESCO 2012). America’s “First
People™ could not have traveled at this time through gaps in
the glaciers. The likeliest scenario is that they paddled or
sailed along the Pacific coast south. Both the Neolithic
Caribs and other West Indian sailors had dugout canoes,
although there is little evidence of their sailing westward.
However, a notation exists in a book read by Columbus, who
wrote in the margins:

People from Katay came east. We have seen notable
things especially in Galway Island. A man and
woman on some wood dragged in by storms of
admirable form [Winchester 2010: 90].

Speculation exists that these were Carib sailors, blown
eastward by storms, who caught the Gulf current. It is an
interesting aside that Christopher Columbus had an Irish
seaman., Gillermo Ires (William Harris), on the Santa Maria.
He was from the map-making center of Galway, and sailed
on Columbus® first voyage (Columbus 1992:226).° Saint
Brendan established his last monastery at Clonfert, County
Galway. Some speculate that the images on the doorway of
the church at Clonfert depict Native American images (Ashe
1962:361, footnote 27).

As late as 1940, native West Indians sailed the
Caribbean in 20 ft dugouts with one and two masts, and
bottoms roughly adzed into a very flat V-shape. They had
masts of saplings with neither shrouds nor stays. Crew

*Some postulate Columbus may have visited Galway some time
between 1476 and 1479 (Columbus 1992: 230). However, Morison
(1971) believes this unlikely.

placement and a paddle served as a rudder. The boats were
unsinkable and righted easily. Philip Chase, in one of the
few firsthand accounts of the sailing capabilities of the Carib
dugouts, describes the boat’s seaworthiness:

My boy had specified in engaging the boat that I was
to be allowed to sail it. Having run down wind out of
the harbor the skipper with malicious grin now
motioned me to take the helm and sail the packet up
wind back to port. I reached also for the sheet. He
made a scornful gesture, turned his back and moved
forward to take the bailer in hand while his mate was
sent to the forward thwart. Here his usefulness
became apparent as soon as I started to put the craft
on the wind and prepare to beat toward the harbor.

With the wind abeam, or even one or two points
for” of the beam, the long boat made surprisingly
little lee-way, but when 1 flattened the sheet and
headed up I found at once that the length and
straightness of the keel and the small size of the
rudder made it utterly useless to attempt to luff to
meet a heavier puff of wind. By the same token, the
boat could not, by putting the helm hard over, be
made to turn fast enough or keep her headway long
enough to fill away on the other tack. Here was
where the mate stationed forward with the paddle
came in. As soon as we were in the eye of the wind
he paddled valiantly on what had been the lee bow
and forced her around [Chase 1942:72].

The Irish had large dugout canoes, upward of 15 m in
length (50 ft). A Bronze Age dugout (the Lurgan canoe),
carbon dated to 2200 B.P., was found in 1902 in Addergoole,
County Galway (N. Gregory 1997, 1998). Built of oak, it
was too big for use in the lake in which it was found (Figure
1). The gunwale holes on the side indicate the possibility of
an outrigging. If this was so, the dugout would be capable of
blue water sailing, but, having no high bow, as the Haida
canoe, it would have difficulty in long blue water voyages.
Such a canoe could have a tripod mast system. A small sail
could be attached a mast step hole towards the bow or aft (N.
Gregory 1997, and personal communication 2012). The
Lurgan canoe could have been steered by paddles similar to
those used by the Haida of the Pacific Northwest or natives
of the Caribbean. Haida dugouts of similar size have trav-
eled in the Pacific and are quite seaworthy. Franz Boas
claimed the Northwest Coast natives had sails before contact
(Boas 1908:446).
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1998:26-37), Tag's wife and brothers were kidnapped by
raiders with nine boats. He built a curragh for a long voyage
to find his wife. It was made of 40 ox hides and was to be set
for an ocean voyage. The epic describes the boat:

He gave orders for a curragh to be built that would
be fit for a long voyage. Very strong it was, and forty
ox-hides on it of hard red leather, that was after being
soaked in bark. And it was well fitted with masts, and
oars, and pitch, and everything that was wanting.
And they put every sort of meat, and drink, and of
clothes in it that would last them through the length
of a year [A. Gregory 1998:134].

The epic describes how they sailed on the stormy sea until
they could see no land behind them and that they sailed and
rowed for 20 nights. Tag’s voyage indicates that the curragh
is quite capable of sailing the North Atlantic. Samuel Eliot
Morison also considered the curragh well suited to the
higher latitudes of the North Atlantic, writing:

The Irish built not only small curraghs for fishing and
inshore work, but big, sea-going ones with mast,
square sail of woolen cloth, cordage of ox-hide strips,

Figure 3. Entrance of Newgrange, Photograph by Gregory Montgomery.

and lashings of deer sinews or vine roots in lieu of
metal fastenings. This type could not sail to wind-
ward like the Portuguese caravels, but it had many
merits. In a country where timber was scarce but
cattle plentiful, the Irish built with what they had, and
the resulting curragh had excellent qualities. Being
little more than a big wicker basket covered with
skins, she rode the waves like a cork and stayed dry
in heavy seas which broke over any heavy wooden
ship [Morison 1971:16].

Morison’s observation of the seaworthiness of the
curragh was corroborated five and six years later in the
transatlantic voyage of Tim Severin (Severin 2000). Tim
Severin’s two-mast oak-tanned cowhide curragh, completed
a voyage in his reenactment of St. Brendan’s voyage from
Ireland north to Scotland, over to the Faroes. to Greenland,
and then onward to Newfoundland. Although Severin was
attempting to recreate St. Brendan's sixth century voyage,
the curragh that he used was similar to earlier ocean-going
curraghs that predated Brendan, used by both monks (such
as St. Ailbe and Barinthus) and pre-Christian navigators
(such as Tag Bran and the Sons of Corra) (Ashe 1962:86,
117, 119). The curragh is prominent as the vessel of choice
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Sue Maguire, passed unanimously.

Newsletter

Lisa Anselmi sent latest issue (Fall) to Sherene and Sissie —
should be out in January.

The deadline for submission is November; still some space
if any chapter needs.

CD Sales
Bill Engelbrecht says he only as | or 2 left.

Chapters Reports:
Chapters presented brief overviews of their activities and
membership.

Adirondack — Abigail Herlihy read by Sherene Baugher;
membership is generally steady: they meet monthly at new
location at Fort William Henry in Lake George.

Morgan —Sissie Pipes; @50 members: had successful
summer dig.

Van Epps—Wayne Lenig; @49 members. They had 9 work
sessions over the summer; all officers were re-elected in the
fall; they are developing a website.

Orange County —Fred Assmus; @62 memberships with 70
members; they hold monthly meetings; currently excavating
an Archaic Site: preparing for annual meeting.

Houghton— @30 members; they meet monthly and have a
full slate of speakers, they will send list to Griffin for posting
on website.

Beauchamp—Greg Sohrweide; @43 members, hold
monthly meetings except July and August; workshop with
local school.

Thousand Islands—Tim Abel; @35 members (on paper);
only about 4 are active; meet about four times per year.

Finger Lakes—Laura Johnson-Kelly; about 12-15 paid
memberships; meet monthly at [thaca College; speakers on
a wide range of world-wide topics.

Liaisons:

ESAF: Tim Abel—report. Meeting was a couple of weeks
ago in New Jersey; next year in Ohio with focus on War of
1812. As a paid member, NYSAA is entitled to /4 page
advertising and space on website. www.esaf-archeology.org.
Orange County chapter will send information on upcoming
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meeting.

Fund Found. Wayne Lenig—they met in September and
voted to have one funding cycle next year, likely granting
one project; currently accepting applications,

Fred Assmus—The SPA’s meeting is at Clarion Week before
ours. Need to coordinate for 2013.

CNEHA—Sue Maguire—Sherene Baugher won CNEHA
award:; meet next year in Newfoundland.

New Business

1. Website: Web page is now gone due to technical prob-
lems. Hugh Jarvis has retired as webmaster however, Griffin
Hammel, son of George and member of the Morgan Chapter
has agreed to be our new webmaster and is currently
designing the new website. It is anticipated that the website
will be up in January, albeit it may be a basic page that will
be updated and enhanced as we move along. Chapters
should send him information such as meeting dates
speakers, digs, etc. as soon as possible to be included in a
calendar of events. Updated lists of officers and contact
information would be useful as well as your chapter’s
webpage address if you have one. Griffin’s email is
gdhamell@gmail.com. New website is www.nysaa-web.org

2 There was a question from one of the chapters concerning
the fiscal year and when money should be sent to the State
treasurer and secretary, It was decided at a previous meeting
that the fiscal year shall run from January 1 to December
31. However, chapters should send checks and membership
lists monthly.

>Motion was made by Wendy Bacon that as of December
1, the membership lists and corresponding checks should be
sent directly to the State treasurer, Fred Assmus who will
then forward the lists to the Corresponding Secretary. 2* by
Sissie Pipes. Voted, one abstention, passed.

3.NYSAA members are encouraged to submit articles for
publication in the Bulletin. A lack of articles could delay
production—having a pool of articles would help ensure
timely publication. Articles can be submitted to Charles
Hayes or to Martha Sempowski. See your handbook for
contact information.

Future Meetings
~ The first Call for papers for the Annual Meeting in
April is out. The call will be mailed shortly to the


















